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sary to inform him of it; and I asked him one day, if he did not feel him-
self ashamed to take, the money of the country, and do nothing for it?
But Morris is so fond of profit and voluptuousness, that he cares nothing
about character. Had he not been removed at the time he was, I think his
conduct would have precipitated the two countries into a rupture; and
in this case, hated systematically as America is, and ever will be, by the
British government, and at the same time suspected by France, the com-
merce of America would have fallen a prey to both.
If the inconsistent conduct of Morris exposed the interest of America
to some hazard in France, the pusillanimous conduct of Mr. Jay in Eng-
land has rendered the American government contemptible in Europe. Is
it possible that any man, who has contributed to the independence of
America, and to free her from the tyranny and injustice of the British
government, can read without shame and indignation the note of Jay to
Grenville? It is a satire upon the Declaration of Independence, and an
encouragement to the British government to treat America with con-
tempt. At the time this minister of petitions was acting this miserable
part, he had every means in his hands to enable him to have done his busi-
ness as he ou^ht. The success or failure of his mission depended upon the
success or failure of the French arms. Had France failed, Mr. Jay might
have put his humble petition in his pocket, and gone home. The case hap-
pened to be otluirwtsOy and he has sacrificed the honor, and perhaps the
advantage of it, by turning petitioner. I take it for granted, that he was
sent over to demand indemnification for the captured property; and, in
this case, if he thought he wanted a preamble to his demand, he might
have? said, "That, though the government of England might suppose it-
"sdf under the necessity of seizing American property bound to France,
"yet that supposed necessity could not preclude indemnification to the
"proprietors, who, acting under the authority of their own government,
"were not accountable to any other/* But Mr, Jay sets out with an im-
plied recognition of the right of the British government to seize and con-
demr.. tur he enters his complaint against the irregularity of the seizures,
and the condemnation, as if they were reprehensible only by not being
conformable to the terms of the proclamation under which they were
seized. Instead of being the envoy of a government, he goes over like a
lawyer to demand a new trial. I can hardly help thinking that Grenville
wrote that note himself, and Jay signed it; for the style of it is domestic
and not diplomatic. The term, his Majesty, used without any descriptive
epithet, always signifies the King whom the minister represents. If this
sinking of the daxuand into a petition was a juggle between Grenville and